
Welcome to the Reading List 
 
This is the first of several lists being prepared for Muslim educators to assist in choosing 
books appropriate for their students.  In the future, we will have a way for you to submit 
your own favorites and write some reviews, so check back again soon. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How Islamic Values Impact        Write a Review 
Choices for Reading 
 
 
 
                               Reading List 
 

 Well written book with minimal or no un-Islamic values 
 Very well written book with at least one Islamic value 

 Strongly endorsed book that is excellent in terms of reading enjoyment and 
contains Islamic values 

 
The initial book list and summaries are primarily the work of Dr. Freda Crane Shamma. 

 
Groupings:  Books are loosely grouped by grades and only for ease in locating.  The 
divisions are Grades K-4, Grades 4-6, and Grades 6-9, with Pre-readers to come later. 
 

Author Name Title Rating Summary Additional 
Reviews 

Grades K – 4  

Adler, David Cam Jansen and 
the Mystery at the 
Haunted House 

 Cam uses her photographic memory 
to uncover a thief.  One negative 
aspect is that Cam’s best friend is a 
boy.  This is one book in a series of 
Cam Jansen stories. 

 

Adler, David The Fourth Floor 
Twins and the Fish 
Snitch Mystery 

 One book in a series where twin 
girls, and their good friends who are 
boys, solve different mysteries.   

 

Aliki Feelings   With minimal words and maximum 
illustrations, children are encouraged 
to consider the feelings of others, 
and in the process have great 

 



feelings of your own. 

Arkhurst, Joyce 
Cooper 

The Adventures of 
Spider: West African 
Folktales 

 These tales are not identifiable as 
Muslim tales, but they are from 
Muslim West Africa. 

 

Asim, Jabari Daddy Goes to 
Work 

 A young girl goes to work with her 
father and helps him type his report 
and give a presentation.  Good 
family interaction. 

 

Baker, Keith The Magic Fan  About having a hobby/occupation 
that helps others. Villager people 
don’t like Yoshi’s magic bridge until it 
saves them from a tsunami. 

 

Bang, Molly The Paper Crane  A paper crane left by a thankful 
stranger, whom they fed although he 
was penniless, leads to good fortune 
for a restaurant owner down on his 
luck. The man’s young son works 
with him. 

 

Berry, Christine Mama Went 
Walking 

 About good family relations. 
Mother’s amazing adventures are 
always saved by her small daughter. 

 

Bolden, Tonya The Champ: The 
Story of Muhammad 
Ali 

 The layout and style will appeal to 
those who don’t like reading.  Ali’s 
character and religious beliefs are 
well represented. 

 

Bridges, 
Margaret 

If I Were Your 
Father 

 A little boy offers his own fantastic 
vision of what a father might do, and 
his father listens lovingly and 
encouragingly.   

 

Briggs, Raymond Jim and the 
Beanstalk 

 A humorous modern retelling of the 
Jack story, where Jim helps the 
giant. 

 

Bunting, Eve The Man Who Could 
Call Down Owls 

 A fable about good and evil, in which 
a good man attract owls to him 
because of his goodness to them, 
and then an evil stranger tries to 
steal that power. 

 

Bunting, Eve One Green Apple  Farah’s first day of school is difficult 
because she doesn’t know any 
English and so many things are 
different from her Muslim home 
country.  Some of her classmates 
are helpful and kind so her day ends 
well. 

 



Byars, Betsy Beans on the Roof  Once Anna Bean goes to the roof in 
order to write a poem, both of her 
younger siblings want to do the 
same, and then their mother and 
father join in.  The book is funny and 
it shows a close knit family helping 
each other.   

 

Burningham, 
John 

Come Away From 
the Water, Shirley 

 While her parents relax on vacation 
and constantly remind her of what 
she can and can’t do, Shirley goes 
adventuring at sea – in her 
imagination. Good, humorous 
parent–child interaction. 

 

Clarke, 
Abdassamad 

The Fabulous 
Adventures of 
Nasruddin Hoja 

 A fine collection of the more famous 
stories of this Muslim folk character, 
also known as Joha, Goha, and 
Mullah Nasruddin. 

 

Conover, Sarah 
and Freda Crane 
(Shamma) 

Ayat Jamilah: 
Beautiful Signs – A 
Treasury of Islamic 
Wisdom for Children 
and Parents 

 An excellent collection of stories 
ideal for reading to young children 
and easy enough for older children 
to read alone.  2004 Aesop Prize 
(American Folklore Society) 2005 
Skipping Stones Honors Award 

 

Czernecki, 
Stefan 

Nina’s Treasures  A Ukrainian folk tale about Katerina 
and her hen, Nina, who are best 
friends, which explains the origin of 
pisanka, or egg painting. Helping 
friends and caring for the poor are 
values addressed in this book. 

 

Denton, Terry The School for 
Laughter 

 When Eddie, who was always happy 
and smiling, loses his smile, his 
parents try to help him find it. 

 

DePaola, Tomie Bill and Pete  Crocodile Bill and his friend, Pete (a 
toothbrush bird), have an encounter 
with the Bad Guy from Cairo. Bill’s 
accomplishments make his mother 
proud. 

 

Devine, Barbara Elvis the Camel  A true story of a young camel in the 
Saudi desert that is hit by a truck 
and nursed back to health by an 
American and her three children. 

 

Diakite, Penda I Lost My Tooth in 
Africa 

 A true story about an American girl 
who goes to visit her father’s family 
in Mali, where she loses a tooth and 
learns about the customs of her 
relatives.   

 



Diller, Harriett Grandaddy’s 
Highway 

 Maggie and her grandfather make a 
fantasy trip via tractor-trailer along 
US Route 30 West, all the way to the 
Pacific Ocean. 

 

Edwards, Becky My Brother Sammy  In the first half of the book, the boy 
wishes his mentally retarded brother 
could be more like him, but in the 
second half, he learns to enjoy being 
with Sammy just the way he is.  His 
mother is there with loving and 
helpful advice.   

 

Elliott, David Evangeline Mudd 
and the Great Mink 
Escapade  

 A funny, fast paced adventure of an 
enterprising 10 yr. old.  Family isn’t 
involved much, but there is a good 
family. 

 

El-Moslimany, 
Ann P. 

Zaki’s Ramadhan 
Fast 

 This story glances at a day in the life 
of a little Muslim boy who is taking 
on the family tradition of fasting. His 
mother, father, and sister give him 
their support to achieve his goal of 
fasting for one day. 

 

English, Karen Nadia©s Hands  Nadia learns to be happy with her 
Pakistani heritage after her hands 
are hennaed for a wedding. 

 

Feelings, Muriel Jambo means hello: 
Swahili Alphabet 
Book 

 Swahili is the language developed 
by the interaction of Arabic speaking 
Muslim merchants and local African 
inhabitants along the east coast of 
Africa. Ibada means faith, and the 
illustration shows Muslims praying. 

 

Flourney, Valerie The Patchwork Quilt  Tanya’s grandmother starts a quilt, 
but when she falls ill, Tanya and her 
mother continue until Tanya finishes 
it. Excellent family interaction. 

 

Greenfield, 
Eloise 

Koya DeLaney and 
the Good Girl Blues 

 Koya loves to laugh and make 
others laugh in this humorous novel.  
The relationship between Koya and 
her sister is admirable. 

 

Guback, Georgia Luka’s Quilt  Luka’s Hawaiian grandmother 
makes her a quilt that she is 
disappointed in.  Following a short 
period of time where each is upset 
with the other, Luka and her 
grandmother learn to appreciate one 
another’s opinions.   

 



Hamilton, Virginia Zeely  Eleven year old Geeder thinks that 
Zeely must be a queen because of 
the calm pride in her face.  Zeely is 
actually an immigrant from Africa 
who has learned to be happy with 
who she really is.   

 

Heide, Florence 
Parry 

The House of 
Wisdom 

 Beautiful picture book and good 
story, except that the Muslim boy 
who is interested in learning is 
focused only on Aristotle. 

 

Heide, Florence 
Parry 

Sami and the Time 
of the Troubles 

 This seems to be a picture book for 
younger children.  I would only give it 
to those ten and above. It takes 
place during the bombing of Beirut. 

 

Hest, Amy The Purple Coat  Gabrielle gets a new, and always 
blue, coat from her grandfather tailor 
every year, but this year she wants a 
purple coat. Grandfather comes up 
with a solution that pleases both 
daughter and mother. 

 

Hutchins, Pat The Doorbell Rang  Children of varied races learn to 
share cookies, and in the process 
learn a lesson in division. Mother 
and Grandmother are a vital part of 
the story.  This is a very large book, 
so great for using with an entire 
class. 

 

Johnson-Davies, 
Denys 

Animal Tales from 
the Arab World 

 Many good stories taken from 
famous collections like Alf layla wa 
layla, and Kalila wa Dimna. 

 

Johnson-Davies, 
Denys 

The Companions of 
the Prophet 
Muhammad 

 Well written, beautifully (and Islamic) 
illustrated, and it includes the too 
often neglected Barakah, who raised 
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) from 
childhood. 

 

Johnson-Davies, 
Denys 

Goha  27 very funny stories about the 
Muslim folk character Goha, 
otherwise known as Joha, or Mullah 
Nasruddin, or Nasruddin Hodja. 

 

Johnson-Davies, 
Denys 

Tales from Morocco  Very well told, and with very funny 
stories. 

 

Johnson-Davies, 
Denys 

Tales from Syria  Very well told, and with Islamic 
values.  

 

Joyce, William A Day with Wilbur  An ordinary boy goes to visit his  



Robinson ordinary friend Wilbur at his home. 
However as the illustrations and text 
reveal, Wilbur does not have an 
ordinary family.  Despite the 
absurdist actions of each member of 
the family except for Wilbur, they 
function together as an integrated, 
loving family 

Keats, Ezra Jack Apt. 3  Two young boys make friends with a 
blind musician who lives in the same 
apartment building 

 

Khalsa, Dayal 
Kaur 

How Pizza Came to 
Queens 

 The children try to make their guest 
from Italy happy but don’t succeed 
until they give her the ingredients to 
make pizza.  Good relations 
between old and young. 

 

Khan, Rukhsana Muslim Child: 
Understanding Islam 
Through Stories and 
Poems 

 Funny and entertaining to children of 
all religions but especially to Muslim 
children, this book presents aspects 
of the daily lives of Muslim kids in 
various locales, including Canada, 
the U.S., Nigeria, and Pakistan. 
Though Khan©s express purpose is 
to explain Islam to non-Muslim 
children, the most avid audience for 
this book may be American Muslim 
children excited finally to find stories 
with characters with whom they can 
relate. 

 

Khan, Rukhsana The Roses in My 
Carpets 

 The beautiful carpets that he weaves 
help a young boy have hope while 
enduring the difficult life of Afghani 
refugee camps. 

 

Kipling, Rudyard. 
 
Illustrated by Safaya 
Salter 

Just So Stories  This is a lovely edition of some of 
Kipling’s classic “just so stories”, like 
how elephants got their long noses.  
Safaya Salter is an Egyptian who 
many elements of Islamic art in her 
lushly drawn illustrations.    

 

Koller, Jackie 
French 

The Dragonling  An entertaining fantasy without any 
magic.  Darek befriends an 
orphaned baby dragon and learns 
that very different creatures can 
learn to live cooperatively.   

 

Kroll, Steven The Hokey-Pokey 
Man 

 Two children enjoy getting ice cream 
from their friend Joe’s cart.  Joe’s 
cousin is the person who has just 

 



invented the ice cream cone at the 
St. Louis World’s Fair in 1902.  The 
story mentions that Joe and his 
cousin are from Damascus, Syria; 
however, that they were also 
Muslims is not mentioned. 

Kroll, Virginia My Sister, Then and 
Now 

 Ten year old Rachael’s big sister is 
mentally ill.  Her family helps her 
understand that her sister is ill, and 
the family members help one 
another deal with the illness.   

 

Kurtz, Jane Pulling the Lion©s 
Tail 

 A beautiful picture book, an 
Ethiopian folk tale about learning 
patience. 

 

Langston, Laura 
& Lindsey 
Gardiner 

Mile-High Apple Pie  A child tells the story of her 
grandmother’s decent into Alzheimer 
forgetfulness with a sweet and 
reassuring message. 

 

Lewin-Lothrop, 
Ted 

The Storytellers  The story of a young boy and his 
grandfather who carry on the 
tradition of storytelling in Fez, 
Morocco. 

 

Locker, Thomas Family Farm  An interesting story about a year on 
a small farm in which the mother, 
father, and two children have to work 
together to keep the farm. 

 

London, 
Jonathan 

Ali, Child of the 
Desert 

 Traveling in the Sahara for the first 
time, Ali is separated from his father, 
but finds help from a shepherd until 
his father finds him. 

 

Marchant, 
Kerena 

Muslim Festival 
Tales: Stories, 
poems, plays, songs 

 The best book I’ve seen on Muslim 
festivals, full of activities that can be 
done in a classroom.  Note: Has two 
errors in it.   

 

Martin, Bill and 
John 
Archambault 

Knots on a Counting 
Rope 

 The values of family, faith and love 
are found in this story of a blind 
Native American boy who listens to 
his grandfather tell the story of the 
boy’s short life. 

 

Mathis, Sharon 
Bell 

The Hundred Penny 
Box 

 Michael and his 100 year-old great-
great Aunt Dew have a loving 
relationship although she often 
mistakes Michael for his father.  
Michael’s mother takes good care of 
Aunt Dew, but doesn’t understand 

 



her attachment to the big, old, ugly 
box that she keeps her hundred 
pennies in, one for every year of her 
life.  Good family interactions.    

Matze, Claire 
Sidhom 

The Stars in My 
Geddoh’s Sky 

 A realistic story about an Egyptian 
grandfather (who prays) who goes to 
visit his grandson in America (who 
doesn’t pray). They have a close 
relationship even though they live so 
far apart. 

 

McCloskey, 
Robert 

Blueberries for Sal  Sal and her mother go to one side of 
Blueberry Hill to pick berries, while 
Mother Bear and her cub do the 
same thing on the other side of the 
hill. Then the mothers and children 
get mixed up.  

 

McKee, David Who is Mrs. Green?  An amusing circular tale of cause 
and effect, great for classroom 
discussion. Jennifer’s mother is 
cross with her and her friend says 
it’s because of Mrs. Green (who 
made Mr. Williams grumpy, who 
then pushed Bruce, who then…..until 
Jennifer’s mother yelled at her.) 

 

Milne, A.A. The Pooh Story 
Book 

 These classic stories of a stuffed 
bear “of very little brain” are full of 
enjoyable lessons about helping 
others, being kind, etc.   

 

Nagy, Luqman My Islamic Village: 
My Hausa Village 

 All the books in the “My Islamic 
Village” series are informative, well 
illustrated, and contain relevant 
maps. This series is sufficiently 
advanced for report writing in 4th – 6th 
grades. 

 

Nagy, Luqman My Islamic Village: 
My Moroccan 
Village 

 (see above)  

Nagy, Luqman My Islamic Village: 
My Turkish Village 

 (see above)  

Nagy, Luqman My Islamic Village: 
My Yemeni Village 

 (see above)  

Naylor, Phyllis 
Reynolds 

Maudie in the 
Middle 

 Maudie is the middle of seven 
children and she feels like her 
mother never spends enough time 
with only her.  Maudie has all the 

 



feelings of the middle child who 
thinks both her older and younger 
siblings have it made, while she gets 
the worst of everything.  However, 
after various mishaps, her 
responsible help results in Maudie 
knowing her own special place in her 
family. 

Nikly, Michelle 
 
Illustrated by Jean 
Claverie 

The Perfume of 
Memory 

 A tale of courage and character that 
shows the power of a young girl who 
works hard and does what is right. 
Beautiful "Arab" illustrations. 

 

Osborne, Mary 
Pope 

Magic Tree House 
series 

 Series contains 22 books that are 
easy to read, engaging and 
informative, and cover different 
geographical locations and historical 
areas. 

 

Osborne, Will 
and Mary Pope 

Magic Tree House 
Research Guide 

 Written for the same age readers 
and are nonfiction companions to 
some of the books. 

 

Parish, Herman Amelia Bedelia 
(series) 

 Amelia Bedelia is an immigrant 
housekeeper who has many very 
funny encounters with the English 
language. Readers laugh with her, 
not at her, because she is warm and 
caring and is always looking out for 
the needs of others. 

 

Park, Barbara Junie B. Jones and 
the Stupid Smelly 
Bus 
 
And other titles in the 
Junie B. Jones series 

 Very funny books for young readers.  
Although they are not about her 
family, Junie’s mother and father are 
present when needed. 

 

Passen, Lisa Uncle’s New Suit: (A 
Sort of True Story) 

 A great, humorous story about a 
very large family (lots of aunts and 
uncles) who are excited about the 
relative who gets a job in an office – 
one that requires a suit.  Although he 
doesn’t have the money to buy one, 
his family rushes him to the store 
and while he is trying a suit on, they 
come up with a plan to buy him the 
suit without embarrassing him. 

 

Paterson, 
Katherine 

The Smallest Cow in 
the World 

 An easy to read story about Marvin 
who misses the family’s mean cow 
when it is sold. His family is loving 
and helpful as he copes by 
imagining a pet cow that can fit into 

 



his hand. 

Radwan, Hassan 
 
Illustrated by M. Ishaq 

Short Islamic Plays 
for Children 

 Engaging small plays suitable for 
younger children in an Islamic school 
to perform.  

 

Rumford, James Traveling Man: The 
Journey of Ibn 
Battuta 

 The story of this famous traveler is 
woven into the beautiful illustrations, 
using a ©ribbon© to move the story 
from place to place.  A picture book 
that is appealing to all ages.  

 

Rylant, Cynthia Missing May  Summer misses her Aunt May, with 
whom she’s lived most of her life, 
and tries to help her Uncle Ob who is 
even more devastated by his wife’s 
death. The family lived in a run down 
trailer in the Appalachian hills, which 
seems a wonderful place to Summer 
because of the love she finds from 
her kin. 

 

Rylant, Cynthia The Relatives Came  Mayhem and glee result when 
distant relatives show up for a long 
visit. Even the smallest impact is 
noted, as the child notes that while 
everyone is sleeping, he can hear, 
“… all that new breathing.” 

 

Rylant, Cynthia When I Was Young 
in the Mountains 

 Reminiscences of growing up with 
grandparents in rural Appalachia, 
which evokes the love of a way of 
life and of a family. 

 

Shepard, Aaron The Gifts of Wali 
Dad: A Tale of India 
and Pakistan 

 A simple grass-cutter is content with 
the little he has and decides to give 
away the little he has saved to the 
noblest lady in the land.  She in turn 
gives him a larger gift which he then 
wants to give to someone else.  This 
is a funny story, and teaches that 
you do not have to be rich to be 
happy. 

 

Stamaty, Mark 
Alan 

Alia’s Mission: 
Saving the Books of 
Iraq 

 The true story of a librarian who 
saved 30,000 books by removing 
them from the library in Basra, days 
before the library was burned to the 
ground during the fighting.  It is told 
in comic book format, but with more 
information than Jeanette Winter’s 
book. 

 

Steig, William  Doctor De Soto  Dr. De Soto is a dentist and a mouse  



that treats animals smaller and 
larger than himself, with the aid of 
his wife.  They cleverly figure out 
how to help a suffering fox without 
being eaten in return.  

Steig, William Sylvester and the 
Magic Pebble 

 Sylvester is a donkey who wishes he 
was a rock, while holding a magic 
pebble. For the year he remains a 
rock, he misses his family, and they 
hunt and hunt for him, until finally 
one day they find the pebble and 
unwittingly help him return to being a 
donkey. 

 

Thompson, Colin How to Live Forever  The illustrations are the story. There 
is a library with every book ever 
written.  At night the shelves come to 
life with wit, wisdom and boundless 
imagination. A young boy looks for a 
book on how to live forever, but 
learns that it is better to live 
normally. 

 

Wang, Rosalind 
C. 

The Fourth 
Question: A Chinese 
Tale 

 A dutiful son goes off to visit the 
Wise Man to find out how to take 
care of his mother.  Along the way 
he meets three others who also have 
questions.  In deciding to fulfill his 
promise to them, he gets their 
questions answered but not his. 

 

Winter, Jeanette The Librarian of 
Basra: A True Story 
from Iraq 

 A picture book that tells the story of 
the Muslim librarian who saved most 
of the books in the Basra library. 

 

Yolen, Jane The Girl Who Cried 
Flowers and other 
tales 

 Five tales each with an underlying 
message: a child’s love conquers 
fear; the acceptance of the patterns 
of life, including death; the madness 
of pride; the power of kindness. 

 

Wolf, Bernard Coming to America: 
A Muslim Family’s 
Story 

 The true story of an Egyptian 
family’s struggle, and family 
cohesion in immigrating to the U.S.  
Note: There are a few minor errors 
about Islam. 

 

Zhang, Song Nan The Children of 
China: An Artist©s 
Journey 

 Included in this beautiful book are 
children from the Muslim peoples of 
China, the Hui, Kazakhs and Tajiks.  
Interesting information about each 
group of people is also included. 

 



Grades 4 – 6  

Aamundson, 
Nina Ring 

Two Short and One 
Long 

 The friendship of two Norwegian 
boys is threatened when one 
befriends a new boy, an Afghan 
refugee. Good family ties; antiracist 
message. 

 

Alcott, Louisa 
May 

Little Women  The first of several books about the 
March family, in particular the 
daughter, Jo, who longs to become a 
writer.  An American classic about a 
loving family going through some 
hard times. 

 

Alexander, Lloyd  The Book of Three 
(Book one of the 
Chronicles of 
Prydain) 

 Fantasy. Two young people, one an 
assistant pig-keeper, the other a 
princess, are off to fight evil powers 
that which to take over the world, 
assisted by a dwarf, a bard and a 
twiggy creature named Gurgi.   

 

Anno, Mitsumasa Anno’s Twice Told 
Tale: The 
Fisherman and His 
Wife & The Four 
Clever Brothers by 
the Brothers Grimm 
& Mr. Fox 

 The top two-thirds of each page is 
part of a Brothers Grimm tale with 
illustration.  The bottom of the pages 
is the story of Mr. Fox who is 
pretending to read the tale to his son 
because he is ashamed that he 
doesn’t know how to read.  The 
second Grimm tale ends with the 
four virtuous brothers going back 
home to live with their father “in 
great happiness”.   

 

Avi Windcatcher  Eleven year old Tony spends the 
summer with his grandmother by the 
sea and learns to sail a boat. 

 

Babbitt, Natalie  Goody Hall  A kind of Gothic mystery story, the 
new tutor helps his student 
discovered what happened to his 
father. The boy’s parents are 
misguided but loving. 

 

Babbitt, Natalie The Search for 
Delicious 

 Gaylen, the 12 year old King’s 
messenger, is conducting a poll 
among every inhabitant of the land.  
The silly argument, over what food is 
most delicious, is a witty telling of 
how mankind is eternally inclined to 
go to war. 

 

Brink, Carol Ryrie Caddie Woodlawn  An American classic based on the 
true childhood of the author’s 

 



grandmother, Caddie, who grew up 
as an adventurous tomboy in the 
1860s in western Wisconsin. 

Burnett, Frances 
Hodgson 

A Little Princess  The classic riches-to-rags-to-riches 
story of a wealthy pampered girl who 
is mistreated when she descends 
into poverty after her father dies.  
Her strong character enables her to 
deal honorably with the scorn and 
mistreatment of others. 

 

Byars, Betsy Summer of the 
Swans 

 Except for the dysfunctional father 
and new boyfriend added at the end, 
this is a wonderful story about the 
love and responsibility shown by a 
teen toward her mentally retarded 
brother, who wanders off in search 
of the swans at a nearby pond, only 
to become totally lost and afraid. 

 

Calder, 
Alexander 

Selected Fables of 
Jean de la Fontaine 

 Many/most of these fables are 
Aesop tales and, therefore, present 
positive morals.  The fables are put 
in verse, making them highly 
enjoyable poems to read and 
discuss.  

 

Chocolate, 
Debbie 

NEATE to the 
Rescue! 

 Naimah’s mother is running for 
reelection to the city council. She 
and her four friends (2 male, 2 
female) help out, sometime 
successfully, sometimes 
disastrously. 

 

Clearly, Beverly 
 
Note: This author is 
best known for her 
Henry Huggins and 
The Beezus and 
Ramona stories, but 
those stories are not 
included in this list of 
recommended books 
because Henry’s best 
friends are a dog and 
a girl.  Please see 
Reading List selection 
criteria.   

Emily’s Runaway 
Imagination 

 Emily lives on a farm in the early 
1920s.  The book centers on her 
trying to get a library for her small 
town in Oregon.  Children will enjoy 
the funny misadventures Emily gets 
into as she waits for the books to 
arrive for the new library. 

 

Cleary, Beverly Otis Spofford  Otis likes to play practical jokes on 
his schoolmates, but doesn’t like it 
when they turn the tables and play 
tricks on him. 

 

Clifford, Eth Will Somebody  Abel wants his older sister to get  



Please Marry My 
Sister 

married so that he can have a room 
of his own, in 1925 Brooklyn.  His 
immigrant family has its own rules 
from ‘back home’ about the older 
sister having to marry first, and that 
prospective spouses come to dinner 
in order to meet the girl.  Good 
family relations.  The middle sister 
has a boyfriend but they spend most 
of their time together inside the 
family home. 

Clifton, Lucille My Friend Jacob  8 yr old Sam’s friend Jacob is 16 and 
mentally retarded. The story focuses 
on Jacob’s particular talents, and 
how Sam tries to teach Jacob some 
practical life skills.  The mothers of 
the two boys are involved in their 
lives. 

 

Collins, Suzanne The Underland 
Chronicles 

 A five part series; Gregor the 
Overlander is the first book.  This is 
an exciting adventure with man size 
cockroaches and rats, with the 
added advantage of featuring a 
family which cares for and helps 
each other.  11 yr old Gregor loves 
his 2 yr old sister and volunteers to 
spend his summer taking care of her 
when his father disappears and his 
mother has to work to support them. 

 

Conrad, Pam My Daniel  A grandmother tells her 
grandchildren about her life with her 
brother Daniel, growing up in 
Nebraska and finding dinosaur 
bones. 

 

Curry, Jane L. The Great Smith 
House Hustle 

 A good mystery with good family 
relations.  The Smith children 
discover something sinister and help 
save their grandmother’s house from 
being sold. 

 

DeJong, 
Meindert  

Shadrach  The somewhat slow moving story of 
a young Dutch boy who thinks his 
pet bunny Shadrach is a miracle.  
Told from his thoughtful five year old 
point of view, with love and help from 
his parents and grandparents, and 
even occasionally from his older 
brother. 

 

Doherty, Gillian 
and Anna 

The Usborne Book 
of Peoples of the 

 The sections on Africa, The Middle 
East, and Asia all give good 

 



Claybourne World coverage of Muslim areas.   

Eckert, Allan Hawk’s Hill and 
Return to Hawk’s 
Hill 

 Six year old Ben is quiet among 
people, but has a way with animals, 
including the ability to mimic their 
sounds exactly.  In the first book Ben 
takes refuge with a wild badger, and 
in the second book he is rescued by 
and lives for a while with a tribe of 
Cree Indians. 

 

Ellis, Deborah The Breadwinner  An eleven year old girl is forced to 
cut her hair and pretend to be a boy 
in order to help the rest of her family 
survive in Taliban-controlled 
Afghanistan.  The book is exciting 
and well written.  The only problem 
is that there is no mention of Allah or 
Islam except for one short sentence.  
The book is not Islam bashing, but it 
is obviously not written by a Muslim. 

 

Ellis, Deborah Parvana’s Journey  The sequel to The Breadwinner.  

Estes, Eleanor The Moffats  An old American classic, about the 
four children, aged five, nine, twelve, 
and fifteen, in the Moffat family.  
Good family relations.  The only 
problem is the importance of 
Christmas and Halloween. 

 

Farley, Walter 
and Steven 
Farley 

The Young Black 
Stallion 

 “The most famous fictional horse of 
the century” escapes a fierce band 
of raiders and begins a dangerous 
journey in Arabia that tests his 
strength, speed, and will to survive.  
A very exciting story in an extensive 
series about the Black Stallion. 

 

Farley, Walter The Black Stallion  The young horse is captured and put 
on a boat headed for the West.  
When the boat capsizes, he and a 
youth survive and learn to trust each 
other. 

 

Farmer, Nancy  The Ear, the Eye 
and the Arm: a 21st 
Century Adventure 

 Three children living in Zimbabwe in 
the future are kidnapped.  They 
escape to a walled area where the 
people live according to old African 
ways. Very exciting. 

 

Forbes, Esther Johnny Tremain  Engaging historical fiction about a 
boy involved in the Boston Tea Party 
and events leading to the American 

 



Revolution. Although Johnny is an 
orphan, good family interactions 
surround him. A must read for 
American history classes. 

Fowler, Susi 
Gregg 

Circle of Thanks  A native Alaskan mother saves an 
otter pup, but “she doesn’t say thank 
you…but what do you expect from 
an otter pup”?  Then the otter pup 
saves a raven, which in turn saves 
another animal, and so on until an 
Arctic fox saves the Alaskan human 
mother’s son.  An excellent book for 
discussion. 

 

Gates, Doris Blue Willow  An American classic.  Janey’s father 
is a migrant worker in the cotton 
fields, and they are very poor.  She 
yearns for a real house where they 
can stay as long as they want to.  
Her step-mother and father love, 
trust, and help each other and Janey 
deal bravely with whatever happens. 

 

Gilchrist, Cherry Stories from The 
Silk Road 

 A fictitious trip along the Silk Road 
gives a lot of true information about 
the geography and cultures along its 
way.  Folk tales from the major areas 
include stories from predominately 
Muslim areas. 

 

Hale, Lucretia The Peterkin Papers  Written in the late 1800s, it tells of 
the antics of the most hopelessly 
bumbling of respectable American 
families.  The family is composed of 
good natured, helpful incompetents, 
who cannot even figure out that if 
Mother spoiled her cup of tea by 
putting salt in it, the solution is to 
pour a new cup of tea. 

 

Heide, Florence 
Parry 

Sami and the Time 
of the Troubles 

 This is written as a picture book, but 
the subject matter makes it more 
appropriate for this age.  Sami lives 
in his basement during the bombing 
of Beirut.  

 

Henry, 
Marguerite 

San Domingo: The 
Medicine Hat 
Stallion 

 A great story for lovers of horse 
stories.  The boy’s father is cold, but 
the son grows to understand the 
reason why.  The boy joins the newly 
formed Pony Express and helps to 
keep the state of California in the 
Union. 

 



Holt, Kimberly 
Willis 

Dancing in the 
Cadillac Light 

 In a small town in Texas during the 
summer of 1968, Jaynell and her 
sister cope with their grandmother’s 
death and their possibly senile 
grandfather moving in with their 
family.  The sisters learn to not look 
down on the very poor because their 
grandfather was himself a ‘poor 
white’ earlier in his life. 

 

Hutchinson, 
Uthman 

Invincible Abdullah 
1: The Deadly 
Mountain Revenge 

 An exciting adventure story, British 
born Abdullah visits his cousins in 
northern Pakistan and gets involved 
with drug dealers and glaciers.  Also 
has a workbook for use in English 
class. 

 

Hutchinson, 
Uthman 

Invincible Abdullah 
2: The Car Theft 
Kidnapping 

 Abdullah has this adventure in 
England. Also has a workbook.  

 

Hutchinson, 
Uthman 

Invincible Abdullah 
3: The Mystery of 
the Missing Pearls 

 Abdullah goes to visit friends in 
Malaysia for this adventure. Also has 
a workbook. 

 

Hutchinson, 
Uthman 

Invincible Abdullah 
4: The Wilderness 
Survival 

 Abdullah and two friends crash their 
plane in the wilderness and have to 
survive with minimal tools. 

 

Lisle, Janet 
Taylor 

Afternoon of the 
Elves 

 A rather sad story about two girls 
who become friends.  One comes 
from an average loving family and 
has friends at school; the other is the 
school outcast whose father has 
gone, and who staunchly, silently, 
and alone takes care of her very sick 
mother. 

 

Lowry, Lois Anastasia has the 
Answers 

 13 year old Anastasia determines to 
learn how to climb a rope although 
she is miserably uncoordinated. 
Good family interaction. 

 

McKissack, 
Patricia  

Sojourner Truth: 
Ain’t I a Woman?  

 The story of a slave who was set 
free, who struggled to keep her 
family together, and later went all 
over the country, speaking against 
slavery. 

 

Miles, Betty Just the Beginning  Cathy’s lower middle class family 
lives in an upper middle class area.  
She has to deal with the 
embarrassment of her mother going 
to work as a cleaning lady, and the 

 



pressures of living up to her highly 
accomplished older sister.  The 
situations portrayed are real issues, 
and the resolution of them shows 
good family interaction.  

Milton, Hilary Tornado!  An exciting adventure story about a 
mother and her 14 year old son and 
7 year old daughter who get caught 
in the countryside, in a tornado.  The 
boy is responsible and able to help 
his injured mother, and his sister 
who is bitten by a copperhead 
snake.   

 

Murrow, Liza 
Ketchum  

The Ghost of Lost 
Island   

 Gabe finally gets to help his 
grandfather shear sheep on Lost 
Island.  He forges a bond with his 
older sister as they deal with the 
nightmare of seeing a real ghost 
(who turns out to be an old woman 
who wants to stay hidden). 

 

Myers, Walter 
Dean 

Fallen Angels  The story of a 17 year old who joined 
the army and was sent to Vietnam.  
A realistic treatment of the moral 
questions that involvement in the 
war brings up in the soldiers who 
wonder why they are supposed to 
shoot other soldiers just as young 
and just as afraid as they. 

 

Naylor, Phyllis 
Reynolds  

Bodies in the 
Bessledorf Hotel 

 Bernie is part of a loving family that 
has suffered a lot of hard times.  
Now his father is manager of a hotel 
and someone is trying to sabotage 
his job by having people pretend to 
be dead in their hotel rooms and 
then disappearing. 

 

Naylor, Phyllis 
Reynolds 

Sang Spell  This fantasy is about a boy who 
mysteriously enters a hidden 
community of Melungeons high in 
the Appalachian hills. It contains a 
reference to the Islamic/Jewish/ 
Andalusian background of these 
people. 

 

Nesbit, E. The Railway 
Children 

 This 1906 children’s classic is still 
fun to read.  The three children in the 
family have fun, and help their 
mother without seeming too ‘goody-
goody’.  Their favorite fun is to run 
down to the train station and wave at 
the trains as they go by.  After their 

 



father goes missing the family 
comes together to help each other 
cope. 

Nix, Garth The Seventh Tower 
(series): Vol. 1: The 
Fall 

 13 year old Tal has to assume 
responsibility for his sick mother and 
younger siblings when his father is 
reported dead.  In the search for a 
Sunstone which will enable him to do 
so, he discovers two other worlds, 
one above the dark veil, in the bright 
light of the sun, and one below his 
seven tower castle at the icy bottom 
of the mountain.  An exciting 
adventure, with some magical 
creatures.  There are six ‘cliff 
hanger’ books in the series. 

 

Park, Linda Sue A Single Shard  A beautifully written book about an 
orphan boy in 12th century Korea, 
who begins by living with a crippled 
man under a bridge, but through 
dreams, hard work, and respect for 
elders, finds himself a home.  

 

Paterson, 
Katherine 

The King’s Equal  When the arrogant but handsome, 
intelligent, and wealthy prince finds a 
woman he concedes is his equal, 
she turns him down, because he, by 
his own admission, is less than her.  
The prince must live for a year in 
poverty in the woods, as she did, in 
order to become worthy of her. 

 

Pendercraft, 
Patricia 

Brushy Mountain   13 year old Arney is a good kid from 
a family that practices the Christian 
faith they follow. Although he thinks 
he ‘hates’ the meanest man in town, 
he somehow finds that he ends up 
helping him.  He learns that one 
should do good, even if no one else 
is willing to do so, and even if the 
recipient is ungrateful. An 
interesting, non moralizing story. 

 

Radin, Ruth 
Yaffe 

All Joseph Wanted  Joseph loves his mother very much, 
and likes to help her, but he really 
wants to find someone other than 
himself to teach her how to read. 

 

Spinelli, Jerry The Library Card  Four humorous and tender stories 
about how a library card can change 
lives. Parents are shown as positive 
and supporting.   

 



Spinelli, Jerry Loser  The boy in the book isn’t good at 
anything, a real loser – but he 
doesn’t know it.  He has the support 
of a loving family, he is a happy kid, 
and in the end a hero.   

 

Voigt, Cynthia   Dicey’s Song  Eighth grader Dicey takes good care 
of her younger brothers and sister 
when her Mom gets sick. They now 
live with their grandmother who, 
despite her eccentricities, is full of 
concern for her family.  Homecoming 
is the prequel to this novel. 

 

Voigt, Cynthia Izzy, Willy-Nilly  A riveting story about driving drunk 
and the devastating consequences it 
can wreak.  Izzy is crippled for life, 
and has to deal with friends who no 
longer are friends, and a girl who 
wants to be her friend but doesn’t 
know how. 

 

Waters, Fiona The Brave Sister: A 
Story from the 
Arabian Nights 

 A beautiful picture book and a well-
written story. The book’s publisher 
writes, "Once upon a time when 
magic still worked, Persia was ruled 
by a sultan who was a good and 
wise man, much loved by his 
people..." And so begins a magical, 
spellbinding tale, full of dervishes, 
talking birds, eternal fountains, and a 
brave and spirited sister. 

 

Wiggin, Kate 
Douglas 

Rebecca of 
Sunnybrook Farm 

 An American classic (recommended 
by Mark Twain), about an 
irrepressible, good-natured, 
passionate girl with remarkable 
spirit.  Unlike in some other old 
fashioned books, the heroine is a 
realistic child.  She gets into mischief 
and worries her elderly aunts, but 
still learns how to respect the elderly 
while living her life to the fullest.    

 

Yeoman, John The Seven Voyages 
of Sinbad the Sailor 

 A faithful retelling of the original story 
except that all references to Allah 
and Islam are taken out. 

 

Yeoman, John Sleeping Ugly  A wonderful retelling of the story of 
the princess who falls asleep until 
she is awakened by a kiss from a 
prince; a story where the ugly but 
good girl wins a good but poor 
prince. 

 



Grades 6 – 9 

Aiken, Joan Dido and Pa  Dido is an enterprising, brave girl 
who does her best to be a dutiful 
daughter while not aiding her 
rascally pa.  Set in London during 
the time of good King Richard, Dido 
helps thwarts the plan, which her pa 
is a part of, to assassinate the king. 

 

Alexander, Lloyd  The First Two Lives 
of Lukas-Kasha   

 A fun loving, never-do-well young 
man gets transported to a different 
world, and learns to be a responsible 
help to others when he is proclaimed 
king. 

 

Alexander, Lloyd The Jedera 
Adventure 

 This exciting adventure of an 18 year 
old heroine takes place during the 
1850s in the country of Jedera, 
which is a thinly disguised Mali.  
Timely remarks by the heroine’s 
guardian tell the reader that there 
are good things and bad things, 
good people and bad in both Jedera 
and the heroine’s home in 
Philadelphia.  Her destination in Mali 
is the famous library (of real 
Timbuktu) where she returns a 
valuable copy of a book of medicinal 
herbs by Ibn Sina.     

 

Ayres, Katherine Macaroni Boy  Set in the depression when Italians 
were the despised minority, Mike 
Costa is part of a close knit family 
that works together. He learns that 
fighting is not always the best way to 
resolve a problem or deal with your 
enemy. 

 

Ayres, Katherine Silver Dollar Girl  Valentine runs away from her aunt’s 
house in Pittsburgh to go find her 
father in the silver mines of Colorado 
in 1885.  She gets, and appreciates, 
help from various people along the 
way. 

 

Ayres, Katherine Stealing South: A 
Story of the 
Underground 
Railroad 

 Will leaves his family, who are 
Underground Railroad workers in a 
small town in Ohio, to make his way 
as a peddler.  While traveling in 
Kentucky, Will deals with moral 
issues about slavery, family duty, 
and friendship.  The book shows 
how a person can be good to some 

 



while doing evil to others. 

Baillie, Allan Little Brother  Vithy’s older brother rescues him 
from the vicious Khmer Rouge 
soldiers, but then they lose each 
other in the wild jungle.  Vithy 
survives by remembering what he 
has learned from his father and from 
his brother, and learning who he can 
trust as he struggles to find his 
brother and the border in order to 
make it out of Cambodia. 

 

Barrett, Tracy Cold in Summer  This is a ghost story about Ariadne’s 
adjustment to living in a very small 
town, and the ghost who helps her, 
and in turn needs help from her.  

 

Bauer, Marion 
Dane 

A Bear Named 
Trouble 

 A realistic animal story about 10 year 
old Jonathan, who practically lives at 
the Alaska Zoo where his father is a 
keeper, and a wild young brown bear 
known as Trouble, who wanders 
onto the zoo grounds. 

 

Buss, Fran 
Leeper 

Journey of the 
Sparrows 

 Maria, her sick little brother, and 
pregnant older sister are illegal 
immigrants from El Salvador living in 
Chicago.  These siblings care for 
each other as they pray for their 
mother’s safe arrival from El 
Salvador.  A realistic look at the lives 
of underground immigrants.   

 

Creech, Sharon The Wanderer  13 year old Sophie goes with her 
three uncles and two cousins to sail 
across the Atlantic.  Sophie’s 
struggle to reclaim who she is 
inspires similar exploration from 
those around her as they discover 
the joys and trials of belonging to a 
family. 

 

Crutcher, Chris Whale Talk  TJ, a gifted student and athlete, 
decides to form a swimming team 
and recruits some of the school©s 
least popular students. A wonderful 
book, but please note its dark 
threads of child abuse. 

 

DeFelice, 
Cynthia 

Under the Same 
Sky 

 14 year old Joe’s father hires 
Mexican migrant workers for his 
farm. Joe goes from indifferent to 
admiration and understanding of 

 



their problems. Only drawback is he 
becomes interested in Luisa 
because she is pretty, and they 
share one kiss before she has to run 
off since she is an illegal alien. 

Durrant, Lynda The Sun, the Rain, 
and the Apple Seed: 
a novel of Johnny 
Appleseed’s life 

 This man is an important part of 
American folk legend, and this novel 
does an excellent job of portraying 
this Bible-quoting, slightly simple 
minded idealist who sets off with his 
apple seeds to help feed the new 
settlers. 

 

Franklin, Kristine Grape Thief  12 year old Slava Petrovich lives in a 
coal mining town in 1925. His close-
knit family runs into trouble when his 
older brothers rough up a criminal 
who tries to court their sister. Every 
adult in town seems to drink too 
much, but drinking causes them 
nothing but trouble. The town is full 
of immigrants; the hero’s family is 
Croatian. 

 

Franklin, Kristine Lone Wolf  Perry lives in isolation with his 
divorced dad, a silent man who 
doesn’t know how to communicate 
with his son.  At first, Perry was a 
loner like his dad, but he is drawn to 
the warmth of a large family that 
moves in nearby.   

 

Funke, Cornelia Dragon Rider  A fantasy about a boy who makes 
friends with a dragon and helps to 
find a safe place for dragons to hide 
from humans.  The boy is an orphan 
but he meets with and becomes 
attached to a good family. 

 

Garcia, Laura 
Gallego 

The Legend of the 
Wandering King 

 The novel is based on the few facts 
known about the famous pre-Islamic 
poet Imru’l Qays.  At the court of his 
father, the ruler of Kinda (in Arabia), 
he was known as the best poet, but 
then in one competition he is bested 
by an old man. Imru’l©s jealousy gets 
the better of him, and his cruel 
revenge ends in the death of the old 
man. Grief stricken, he becomes the 
wandering king until he redeems 
himself. 

 

Giff, Patricia 
Reilly 

Pictures of Hollis 
Woods 

 12 year old Hollis is an orphan who 
has moved from foster home to 

 



foster home her whole life. She is 
now living with an aging artist. She 
finds the family she has been 
wishing for since she was five, but 
still is concerned for and looks after 
the old artist.  

Grove, Vicki The Fastest Friend 
in the West 

 One overweight girl longs for 
acceptance at school, and a new 
student turns out to be homeless, 
living with her family in a station 
wagon.  They both have caring 
families although the one mother 
pushes desserts and the father in 
the other family yells and acts out 
because he cannot support his 
family. 

 

Grover, Wayne Ali and the Golden 
Eagle 

 A wonderful, true story about the 
author and Ali, a Saudi boy he 
befriends.  The story focuses on Ali’s 
golden eagle that they train to hunt.  
Ali’s eagle is special because it is 
the only eagle known to have been 
tamed and taught to hunt.   

 

Hale, Marian The Truth about 
Sparrows 

 During the depression, 12 year old 
Sadie becomes poor.  When her 
family moves to Texas to try to find 
work, she misses her best friend and 
hates to go to school where she is 
looked down on for being poor and 
her father is looked down on 
because of his crippled legs. Good 
family relations and good neighbor 
relations. 

 

Hamilton, Virginia The House of Dies 
Drear 

 Thomas and his family go to live in 
the house that the abolitionist Dies 
Drear made into an important station 
on the Underground Railroad.  
Excellent historical fiction and the 
boy’s parents are supportive of him. 

 

Hiaasen, Carl Hoot  It©s a case of big business versus an 
endangered species. Roy and his 
friends take on Mother Paula©s All 
American Pancake House on behalf 
of cute burrowing owls. The new boy 
in school, Roy first tries diplomacy 
and talk, and finally trickery to stop 
being bullied. (from Publisher) 

 

Ismail, Suzy The BFF Sisters: 
Jennah©s New 

 Muslim girls make a new friend and 
learn about friendship.  

 



Friends 

Jacques, Brian Mossflower  A prequel to Redwall, this book is a 
fantasy where mice, moles, otters, 
and squirrels are pitted against a 
cruel allegiance of wildcats, weasels, 
and stouts.  An exciting story with no 
un-Islamic elements.   

 

Johnson, 
Annabel and 
Edgar 

The Grizzly  Although Mark’s parents are 
divorced, they both love him and 
want what is best for him.  The 
problem is they want opposite things 
for him.  A weekend fishing trip with 
Mark’s father involves a 
confrontation with some old hidden 
fears, and a very real grizzly that 
injures the father. 

 

Levin, Betty The Trouble with 
Gramary 

 Merkka lives with her eccentric 
grandmother whose scrap metal 
welding upsets the ‘important 
people’ in their town.  Gramary 
teaches Merkka about courage, 
sticking to one’s principles, and 
about the love that keeps families 
together.   

 

Lovejoy, Bahia, 
Barbara Cohen 

Seven Daughters 
and Seven Sons 

 Based on an 11th century Iraqi tale 
about a middle daughter from a poor 
but good family of seven girls, who 
disguises herself as a man so she 
can go out into the world to make 
her fortune and help her family. 

 

Naidoo, Beverly The Other Side of 
Truth 

    Twelve year old Sade and her 
younger brother flee Nigeria after 
their mother’s murder and then are 
abandoned in London by the woman 
who accompanied them.  This book 
explores the issues of family, exile, 
and freedom.   

 

Paulsen, Gary Hatchet  Exciting but not recommended – 
wilderness on his own; adulterous 
affair. 

 

Petersen, P.J.  Liars  Ninth grader Sam discovers that he 
can sense when someone is lying. 
He marvels at the little things people 
lie about, and he helps discover 
crooks. He also discovers fear as he 
senses that his father is lying to him 
and may be guilty of a crime. 

 



Excellent book for discussion of 
when and why it is sometimes good 
to lie (when protecting someone you 
are helping).  

Ryan, Pam 
Munoz 

Esperanza Rising  When her father is murdered, 
Esperanza goes from being a 
pampered rich girl on a Mexican 
estate to a poor immigrant farm 
worker in California.  Esperanza’s 
aristocrat mother is a wonderful role 
model who adapts herself to the new 
situation and shows appreciation for 
the help of her former servants who 
are now her family’s benefactors.  
Good family and good community 
interactions.     

 

Sebestyen, 
Ouida 

Words By Heart  Lena’s family is new and the only 
black family in town. She struggles 
to make her father proud by winning 
a Bible quoting contest. But she 
learns by the end of the book that it 
is true Christian belief and action – 
helping and forgiving the one who 
shot her father – that makes him 
proud. A good book for Muslims to 
learn about Christianity and the 
values that we share. 

 

Tahan, Malba The Man Who 
Counted: a 
collection of 
mathematical 
adventures 

 The adventures of Beremiz Samir.  
The man who counted summons his 
extraordinary mathematical powers 
to settle disputes, give wise advice, 
and overcome dangerous enemies, 
on the way to Damascus in the 10th 
century.  Unfortunately the only 
mathematicians who are praised are 
the Greeks. 

 

Voigt, Cynthia The Vandemark 
Mummy 

 The Hall family is split – Mother has 
chosen to take a high paying, time 
consuming job in one state while the 
12 year old and 15 year old live with 
Father in another state.  Well written 
mystery about a stolen mummy; it 
also raises the question of who goes 
where when both spouses are 
professionals, and how that affects 
the kids. 

 

Yep, Laurence Dragonwings  In this historical fiction, an 8 year old 
boy goes to live with his father in 
San Francisco Chinatown in about 
1900, when the Chinese were 

 



greatly discriminated against. An 
excellent book to use in the 
classroom for discussion about living 
under adverse conditions, the 
importance of family, and the 
importance of character. 

Grades 9 – 12 

Aboulela, Leila Coloured Lights  The author is a Sudanese Muslim 
who moved to the UK in her 
twenties.  This is a collection of short 
stories: “Souvenirs” is about a 
Sudanese man who is married to a 
Scottish woman.  One story is about 
a British Muslim convert who joins 
the university’s Young Muslim 
Association.  Another story is about 
a Muslim girl whose non-Muslim 
friend has an abortion.  Islam is a 
positive force in the lives of many of 
the Muslims in these stories.    

 

Aboulela, Leila Minaret  Najwa, a Sudanese girl born into a 
wealthy family, falls in love with a 
nonreligious political student who 
tries to relieve her of her faith 
through rational arguments.  When 
Najwa’s father is executed on 
charges of bribery following a coup 
in Sudan, she and the rest of her 
family move to England.  Najwa 
ends up being a poor maid, but she 
turns to her faith in Islam for support 
and guidance.   

 

Brown, Tom Jr. The Way of the 
Scout: A Native 
American Path to 
Finding Spiritual 
Meaning in a 
Physical World  

 This true story is as exciting as 
anything in fiction.  It tells of how the 
author, as a young boy, meets an 
old Apache man who teaches the 
author and his friend how to be 
Indian scouts.  The boys master 
tracking and hunting, as well as the 
moral awareness of the 
interconnectedness of nature.   

 

Dickinson, Peter Eva  A science fiction novel about a girl 
whose mind/personality is 
transferred to a chimp’s body 
because hers was severely 
damaged in a car accident.  She has 
to learn to live as a chimp, 
interacting with other chimps.  Gives 
the reader a lot to think about. 

 



Fernea, Elizabeth 
Warnock  

Guests of the Sheik  Engaging account of a non Muslim 
American woman’s life for the two 
years she lived in a small rural 
village in southern Iraq. Excellent 
treatment of the positive and 
negative in two vastly different 
cultures. Written in 1965. 

 

Gibb, Camilla Sweetness in the 
Belly 

 A novel about an English girl who 
grows up under the care of a Sufi 
sheikh in Morocco, moves to 
Ethiopia when she is 16 to live the 
righteous life of a poor Sufi, and who 
ends up working in England.  The 
girl has an admirable faith, which 
finally waivers as she succumbs to 
the love of a Muslim doctor who 
admires her faith but who is weaker 
himself, and encourages her to go 
against some of her beliefs. 

 

Hentoff, Nat The Day They 
Came to Arrest the 
Book 

 Although written at a middle school 
level, this book would be excellent 
for a class discussion about book 
censorship. All sides are presented 
well, but the author, and therefore 
the central characters, are in favor of 
unlimited free access to all books, no 
matter how racist or immoral. 

 

Mortenson, Greg 
and David Relin 

Three Cups of Teas: 
One Man’s Mission 
to Promote 
Peace…One School 
at a Time 

 The author is not a Muslim but he 
respects Islam and acts accordingly.  
He has built more than 100 schools 
in rural areas of Pakistan and 
Afghanistan.   

 

Myers, Walter Now Is Your Time!: 
The African-
American Struggle 
for Freedom 

 A non fiction account from Muslim 
empires in Africa, to slavery in 
America up to the modern Civil 
Rights Movement, told through the 
biographies of real African 
Americans.  The several references 
to Muslims and/or Islam are positive, 
and the first personal story is told of 
Abd al-Rahman Ibrahim, the Muslim 
prince who was a slave in 
Mississippi. 

 

 


